
HUAB LION MANAGEMENT PLAN

The long-term conservation of desert-

adapted lions in the Kunene Region of

Namibia is dependant on collecting sound
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Namibia is dependant on collecting sound

data on their ecology & behavior,

implementing successful strategies for the

management of Human Lion Conflict

(HLC) and promoting sustainable

utilization activities, such as “eco-

tourism”, to generate benefits to the local

inhabitants.



Huab lion management plan

Introduction

Research findings indicate that the lions move between the Huab and

Springbok Rivers, and possibly as far south as the Ugab River. The lions

have not yet identified with the “stable” food source of the livestock at

Krone Pos (e.g. becoming habitual “problem lions”). But, if something is

not done soon to protect the livestock from the lions and they continuenot done soon to protect the livestock from the lions and they continue

killing livestock, the lions will become habitual livestock killers.

In the Huab River, Torra Conservancy, an opportunity has presented itself

for a novel approach to address all the above mentioned points in an

effort to solve a HLC problem, save the lions from being shot and

promote the tourism value of lions.
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Background
The background to the problem at Krone, Slang Pos and De Riet in the Huab River can be summarized by 

several recent developments.

1) Wilderness Safaris Adventure camp in Krone area + Damaraland Camp + local guided and self drive tours 

attract a lot of visitors.

2) Members of the Torra Conservancy established a new cattle post at Krone Pos where large numbers of 

cattle and goats are being kept.

3) Several lions (at least one male, two females and eight cubs) have moved into the area.

4) The lions have already approached Krone Pos and they have killed a number of cattle and donkeys.

Proposed solution
The presence of the lions in the area is of great value to the tourism industry as a whole, but particularly to

Wilderness Safaris (Damaraland Camp & Krone Camp), and to the Torra Conservancy, because of the

financial benefits they receive from the tourism industry. It would therefore appear to be in the interest of

all parties to find an amicable solution to the problem. A solution that prevents the further killing of

livestock by the lions, allowing the lions to settle in the area and thus increase the tourism. potential of the

area, and one that involves the Torra Conservancy in the monitoring of the lions.
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The suggested activities and objectives of this program are listed below.

1) 2 lion-proof boma (kraal) must be built at Slang Pos and De Riet.

2) The TOSCO Trust will raise the funding to pay for the structure

3) The Desert Lion Conservation will advise on the design and structure of the enclosure.

4) The structure must be built by the occupants of Krone Pos and Torra Conservancy, and advice from the

Desert Lion Project.

5) The Torra Conservancy should agree that the livestock will be kept inside the protective enclosure at

night.

6) The Desert Lion Project will provide training to selected members of the Torra Conservancy on the

monitoring of the lions & management of the livestock in the enclosure.

7) In the event that this program succeeds, a radio telemetry receiver will be provided by the Desert Lion

Project that will allow the Torra Conservancy to locate and monitor the movements of the lions on a regularProject that will allow the Torra Conservancy to locate and monitor the movements of the lions on a regular

basis. This could also potentially benefit the tourism activities.
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Eco-tourism experience

• Between 11 and 22 July 2012 much progress was made with the development of lion eco-tourism in the

Huab River. In addition to monitoring the Huab Pride and collecting ecological data, an effort was made to

lead tourist vehicles to the lions and to provide advice that will lead to the tourists seeing the lions. This was

done during 15 sessions (either early morning or late afternoon) on 11 days.

•A total of 24 vehicles and 136 tourists approached the lions (15 Wilderness Safaris vehicles & 9 private

vehicles) at an average of 1.6 vehicles per session (max = 3). The success rate was surprisingly high as 73% (n

= 99) of the tourists saw the lions during 80% of the sessions. Between 1 and 11 lions were observed at an

average of 3.7 lions per session (n = 44 lions).
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Conclusion

This is not a standard approach that has been tried and tested. It is a novel idea to address a

Human Wildlife Conflict problem by involving all the interested parties: the local community, the

tourism industry and a local research project. If it succeeds the program could potentially

become a blue-print that can be implemented elsewhere in the Kunene Region.

While a lion management plan is being developed in close partnership with local communities, 

TOSCO has created a fund that will be addressed to assist this program and anticipate to 

human/wildlife conflict in this area.

TOSCO Trust – Reg. No. T86/12

Tel: +264 (0)61 401510 - Cell: +264 (0)81 4535 855

Email: info@tosco.org - Website: tosco.org - PO Box 35025, Pioneers Park, Windhoek, Namibia



Quotation per Kraal

Kraal dimensions: 30 x 40 metres.

Tar (gum) poles: length = 3 metres x 49 poles.

Diamond mesh: height = 3 metres x 140 

metres.

Steel wire x 1 roll (sufficient for several

additional kraals).

Medium thickness binding wire x 1 roll 

(sufficient for several additional kraals).

Extra thin binding wire x 1 roll (sufficient for 

several additional kraals).

Metal farm gates: length = 2.4 metres x 2 Metal farm gates: length = 2.4 metres x 2 

gates.

Threaded rods (12-15mm x 1 metre) with nuts

x 10.

Wire-straining tool x 1 (to be used for the 

construction of all future kraals).

Large-size Crescent fencing pliers x 4 (to be

used for the construction of all future kraals).
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Community request & approval
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